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[] Leviticus
23 Have you ever considered that you might be the means through which God fulfills His
promise to someone else? Highlight Leviticus 23:22. God promises to care for the poor
R 24 and needy. How? Through us! God does not feed the poor by dropping food from the sky.
1 Lev 24 He feeds the poor by calling His people to be generous.
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In the sixteenth century, Teresa of Avila said, “Christ has no body now but yours. No
hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours
are the hands through which he blesses all the world.”
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This week, ask God to show you an opportunity to be His hands serving the needy.
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ORI 26 Leviticus 26 includes many conditional promises:
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[ Lev 27 If the people obey God’s commandments, He will bless their land (Lev 26:3).
If they do not obey, He will send judgment on their land (Lev 26:14).
O RHGD 1 Even in judgment, if they repent, God will remember His covenant and forgive them
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What blessings have you seen in your life because you obeyed God? What pain have you
suffered as the result of disobedience?
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The Biblical Story: The Consequences of Disobedience
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Like Leviticus, Numbers can be difficult. Instead of becoming bogged down in details,
try to see the big picture of the book. Numbers begins as Israel was preparing to enter
Canaan. The census in Numbers 1 counted the generation that should have entered
Canaan. Because of unbelief, the people refused to enter Canaan, and an entire




generation died in the wilderness. The census in Numbers 26 counted the young
generation that grew up in the wilderness. Numbers shows the consequences of
disobeying God.

RTWMERROEE, REGLE 5 mrhaath TERRRKINE. IRELELE DN, Bk
A, 25 TR R AT L 7 RO AR H 2 E R R R S B A I AR AR B 2
“ArEmIE” (REGE 5:11-31) , WREDY T PEREAT IR AN E G,

The laws of restitution in Numbers 5 give the promise of restored relationships.
Have you ever avoided a person because you knew that you had wronged the person and
were ashamed to see them again? The purpose of restitution was to restore a relationship
with the person who had been wronged. Even the “test for adultery” (Num 5:11-31) was
intended to restore trust if a woman was falsely accused of adultery.
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In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reaffirmed the importance of restoring broken
relationships (Matt 5:23-24). Are there broken relationships that you could restore
through an apology? If so, you can confront the past, admit your error, and restore the
broken relationship.
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Highlight Numbers 6:24-27. This was the priestly blessing, a prayer for God’s favor.
Because God gave the instructions for this prayer, it is also a promise. If Israel is faithful to
God, He will hear and answer this prayer. He will bless His people; He will guard and
protect them; His face will shine on them like sunshine; and He will give them peace. This
should be our prayer.
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Aaron’s blessing “put God’s name upon the people of Israel” (Num 6:27). God’s “name”
represents His authority, His glory, and His holy character. This meant that Israel lived
under God’s authority. Today, we are called to “do everything in the name of the Lord
Jesus” (Col 3:17). Like the Israelites, we live under God’s authority. As we do that, we can
ask for His blessing and favor in our life.
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10 Psalm 9o is the only psalm attributed to Moses. As he looked back at his long life (120
years), he saw God’s judgment when Israel sinned. But he also prayed for God’s mercy in
ORI 11 times of judgment. Even in times of judgment, God is a God of mercy.
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[] Numbers Numbers 15 is a promise of mercy in judgment. You may saw, “How is this mercy? It
14 is just another list of laws!” Highlight these words in Numbers 15:2, “When you come into
the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving you...,”
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In Numbers 14, God condemned the adult generation of Israel to die in the desert.
O o5 Immediately after this, Numbers 15 begins, “When you come into the land....” Even in
| Psalms judgment, God renewed His promise that Israel would someday inherit the land of
95 Canaan. The laws of Numbers 15 show that God has not forgotten His promises to Israel.
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Have you sometimes experienced God’s judgment for your sins? Have you suffered painful
consequences for sin? If so, read Numbers 15 and remember, “Even in judgment, God is
merciful. I can call on our God of mercy and grace.”
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Weekly What biblical promise did you apply in your life this week? How did it guide your actions

Response

and attitude?
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As you read these laws you might ask, “Where is the promise? This is just a list of rules!” I
confess that when I first read Leviticus and Numbers, I thought the same. But gradually I
came to understand a wonderful truth about these commands. These laws are not for
Moabites, Canaanites, or Ammonites. They are laws for Israel, God’s chosen people.
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When my children were young, we had certain rules that they followed as members of our
family. For instance, if they went away with friends, they had to let us know where they
were going and when they would return. I did not have a curfew for other people’s
children; these rules applied only to my own children. I cared for Stacey and Austin, so I
set guidelines to keep them safe. Keeping these rules did not make them my children;
instead, they kept these rules because they were already my children.
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By giving these laws to Israel, God says, “You are my people! You belong to me and this is
how I want my people to live.” The laws are a promise of belonging. Keeping the laws
did not make Israel the children of God; instead, because they belonged to God, they were
called to keep these laws. The Old Testament laws demonstrate God’s love and mercy on
Israel.
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When we come to the New Testament, we will read laws that apply to us as Christians.
Read them as promises of belonging. Rejoice that God loves you so much that He says,
“These are the commands that will keep you safe in our sinful world.”
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Highlight Numbers 23:19. Although Balaam was a flawed messenger, he knew the truth.
Speaking to a pagan ruler, Balaam testified about the nature of Israel’s God. “God is not
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man, that he should lie, or a son of man, that he should change his mind.”
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There are people who make promises that they do not keep. They say, “I changed my
mind.” God will never refuse to keep His promises. You can trust God’s promises
because He is trustworthy.
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Highlight Numbers 27:16-18. As Moses grew old, the people of Israel may have wondered,

“Who will lead us?” Moses had been their leader for forty years. God gave Israel the
promise of a shepherd.
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Just as God provided a faithful leader for Israel, He will provide a shepherd for His people

today. Through pastors, small group leaders and other spiritual guides, God provides
shepherds to lead believers in His good path.
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Numbers 29 is like the earlier parts of Numbers; it is full of laws that seem to have little
meaning for us today. Highlight the words “holy convocation” each time they appear in
this chapter. These special festivals reminded the people of Israel, “We belong to God.”
They are another promise of belonging.
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When we gather for worship today, it is not an empty ritual. It is not just an obligation. We

worship in a “holy convocation” that shows we belong to God. Like the people of Israel, we
have the promise of belonging.
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I Numbers 33 Highlight the words, “And they set out” in Numbers 33. This reminds us of God’s

promise of guidance. Israel did not travel through the wilderness in her own power.
DR 34 God led each step through the desert to the Promised Land.
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REE 35 Like the Israelites, you can trust God to guide you. If you follow Him, He will lead you
) Numbers 35 safely step by step.
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[ Deutero-
nomy 1 Reflect on the words of Deuteronomy 1:2-3. It is only an “eleven days’ journey” from
Horeb (Mt. Sinai) to Kadesh-Barnea. Sadly, it took Israel forty years to complete this
O HAId 2 eleven-day journey. Why? Because Israel did not believe God’s promises
" Deut 2 (Deuteronomy 1:32).
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What promises are you missing because you do not fully trust God? God’s path for our life
is always the best path. We can trust His promises and His leadership.
A 8132 B A 2 75 DA 9 51 B SBE S (1) VR IR ISS fige, FRATTEL 1) g sk R Ts R A BIE S . SR, [H]
Weekly B—TIRE A dr PIRE, C SR LEHR RS SR Z, Dyt R PURR A, IR ZE B FE AR
Response FHLF.

We have read the history of God’s faithfulness to Israel even in times when she doubted
His promises. Today, think back across your life. Remember the times when God has been
faithful to you. Thank God for His blessings and re-commit your life to His control.




% 8 il Week 8 (2/21 — 2/26)

Bi— XLWMF: ERLE

e The Biblical Story: Renewing the Covenant
J HHTC 4 A i LA = A DUE A B T8 0 £ ELUT N R I R Ul 35— (H Al 1-4
-/ Deutero- ) (a5 e B RN B
nomy 4 PR ZANEUE (Hrid 5-26 &) 1, EEVIREME B 1 R Aol ik A ar

‘ CH A I R R 5 A, BORCEE ) MR T S LAy A R 22 i T
L Hfrid 5 KI5 RZ B RE N H SEAT IR LU
I Deut 5 E 55 = AN frid 27-33 ) H, ATRE AR, ARSIV, > B,
D FES =B (R ), PEVERIHEARSR. ABSIVESE, WR DA ARG
PREBURRARAT, (B ) ), hasw FARAT .
O H AT 6 . . ,
 Deut 6 Deuteronomy consists of three speeches as Israel was preparing to cross the Jordan into
cu Canaan. The first speech (Deuteronomy 1-4) reviews Israel’s history in the wilderness.
‘ In the second speech (Deuteronomy 5-26), Moses repeats much of the law of Exodus.
O HaTid (The name “Deuteronomy” means “Second Law.”) He shows how these laws will be
" Deut 7 applied when Israel settles in Canaan.
Then in his third speech (Deuteronomy 27-33), Moses looks to the future. He promises
that God will bless Israel if she is faithful, but that God will judge Israel if she turns to
other gods.
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Highlight Deuteronomy 6:6-9. These verses show how we should respond to God’s
promises. We should keep them in our hearts. We should teach them to our children. We
should constantly remember, “These are God’s promises to His people.”
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0 Deut 9 Highlight Deuteronomy 10:12-13. Once again, Moses reminds us that God’s law is a
A 10 promise of God’s love. Read this list of God’s demands. Respect God, walk with God,
. Deunt 10 love God, serve God with your whole heart, and keep His commands. Why does God

require these things? The answer is verse 15 — because God loves His people. God gave His
O AR 11 law to the people He loves. Today, rejoice in the promise that God loves you and has
I Deut 11 chosen you as His child.
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" Deut 13 Highlight Deuteronomy 14:2. This is a promise to Israel, but in the New Testament it is a
A 14 promise to every Christian. It is a promise of belonging. God has chosen you as His
. Dei?t 14 treasured possession. Just as a proud father says, “This is my child,” God looks at us and

says, “See that lady on the 8t row of PBCCC. She is my child. I'm proud of her!” Isn’t that a
O A 15 mazing! You and I have the promise that we belong to God.
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Highlight Deuteronomy 18:15. God gave Israel the promise of a faithful prophet. To
understand what this means for us, you must understand that a prophet in the Old
Testament was a person who brought God’s message to the people. What they called a
prophet, we call a pastor.
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God promised Israel that He would send them a faithful prophet to guide them in the right
path. Then in Ephesians 4:12, God promised the church that He would send faithful
pastors to “equip the saints for the work of ministry.” God sent our senior pastor as a
guide to prepare each of us for the work God calls us to do. That is part of God’s promised
blessing to PBCCC.
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Highlight Deuteronomy 20:4. This is a national promise to Israel; “God fights for His
people.” But it is also a principle that guides us today. We do not have to defend
ourselves when someone unfairly criticizes us; God defends His people. We do not have to
fight against our political or spiritual enemies; God fights for His people. We can trust God
to do what is right.
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Highlight Deuteronomy 24:19, a promise of blessing. This is a conditional blessing:
God promises to bless us if we care for the poor, the orphans, and the widows. Proverbs
19:17 says that a person who “is generous to the poor lends to the Lord and he (God) will
repay him for his deed.” This is the same principle that is taught in Deuteronomy 24:19.
Be generous to those who need help. When you give to the poor, you are making a loan to
God. And God always repays His debts!
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What biblical promise did you apply in your life this week? How did it guide your actions
and attitude?
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These chapters give the promise of justice. This is both a cause to rejoice and a warning.
If Israel is faithful to obey God, it is a reason to rejoice. God will bless His obedient people.
But if Israel disobeys God, it is a warning. God will judge His people if they rebel. God
always judges sin— even when this judgment falls on His own people (Deuteronomy 29:24-
28). As we celebrate God’s mercy, we must not forget His justice.
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There is another wonderful promise in these chapters. Highlight Deuteronomy 30:14.

God’s commands are not a heavy burden. Instead, His Word is near to us and through His
grace, we can keep His commands with joy.
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Highlight Deuteronomy 33:26-27. This is my favorite promise in Deuteronomy: the
promise of God’s everlasting arms. In difficult times, we can rest knowing that God is
our dwelling place, and His arms are underneath us. Memorize Deuteronomy 33:27 and
quote it in times of trouble. It will encourage you in the darkest days.
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The Biblical Story: Job, A Story of Faithfulness
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Although we are reading through the Bible chronologically, there is nothing in Job to
give a precise date for the book. It is likely that Job lived near the time of Abraham.
However, because the date is so uncertain, I decided to read it after the five books of the
Pentateuch to avoid disrupting the story of Israel.
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This book is different than anything we have read to this point. Job is called a “Wisdom

Book.” It does not tell us, “This is what you should do.” Instead, it tells us, “Here is a
problem to be resolved.”
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In the book of Job, the problem is suffering. This book forces us to ask this question,
“Why do we serve God?” Do we serve Him so that He will protect us from trouble? That
is the answer of Job’s friends. Or do we serve Him for love alone? That is Job’s answer.
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Job 1-2 gives essential background for understanding the rest of the book of Job. These

chapters show Job’s righteous character, the limits that God placed on Satan, and Job’s
trust in God. Job 3 shows Job’s struggle with doubt as he suffers physical agony,
emotional torment, and the discouraging advice of his wife.
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I must be honest. There are not many promises to highlight in the book of Job. In fact,
most of the “optimistic” promises in the book come from Job’s friends, who are proven
wrong at the end of the book! I will have you highlight little in this book. Instead, we will
think together about this question: How do we remain faithful when God’s
promises are hidden? This will be our question for the book of Job.
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To begin the study, ask, “Can I pray the prayer of Job 1:21? Will I trust God with what He

allows in my life?” If your answer is “Not yet,” that’s ok. You don’t need the faith of Job!
But as we read the book of Job, ask God to help you trust Him for your situation.
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Meditate on Job’s words in Job 6:10. Job says, “I am comforted by this confidence: that

even in my suffering, I have not denied God.” Again, I ask, Will you be faithful when
God’s promises are hidden?
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Job 11:13-19 sounds like a great promise! “If you are faithful to God, your life will be
brighter than the noonday sun. You will have no fear.” That sounds great! But remember:

1) This promise comes from Zophar, not God. At the end of the book, Zophar’s
statements will be rejected by God.

2) This promise contradicts Job’s own experience. Job was faithful to God — and he is
suffering. One secret to remaining faithful in difficult times is to remember that we
must not rely on false promises.
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Job 15:20-35 gives even more false promises! Eliphaz promises that the wicked will always
suffer. But Job knows that this is not true. Sometimes it is the righteous who suffer and the
wicked who prosper. Will you remain faithful to God if wicked people have greater success
than you? This is a test of our love for God.
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In Job 19, Job laments his situation: his friends have turned against him, his relatives
ignore him, and his body is almost destroyed by sickness. But even in this hopeless
condition, Job says, “I know that my redeemer lives. I will still maintain hope in Him” (Job
19:25-27). Is God your hope? Even in suffering, we must trust God and wait for
His promises.
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What biblical promise did you apply in your life this week? How did it guide your actions
and attitude?




